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this Congress were to convene and ad-

journ in the wake of what happened in 

the election of 2000 in this country and 

not step up to the plate and offer the 

kind of assistance our jurisdictions so 

desperately need. For those reasons, I 

thank the leader for his comments, and 

I yield to my colleague from New York. 
Mr. DASCHLE. Mr. President, we are 

out of time under the unanimous con-

sent agreement. I ask unanimous con-

sent that we not enter into recess until 

we have accommodated the remarks of 

the Senator from New York and the 

Senator from Idaho. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 

objection, it is so ordered. 
Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I will 

be very brief because I know we have 

other business to do. I thank the ma-

jority leader, who I know has to get 

over to the Democratic caucus, for his 

wonderful leadership on so many 

issues. This is a man who believes 

strongly in so many things, including 

the right to vote. I say to the majority 

leader, Senator DODD has done a superb 

job. He has had the patience of Job and 

the persistence of whatever Biblical 

character was very persistent. 
We are all proud of the job he has 

done. His leadership in bringing up this 

issue as soon as we can come up with a 

compromise, or next year if, God for-

bid, we cannot, is vital to America. 
I wish to add one point, aside from 

my thanks to the Senator from Con-

necticut, our chairman of the Rules 

Committee, for doing such a great job 

on this. I have been proud to be work-

ing with him. My point is this: He 

made an excellent point, that we al-

most have forgotten about, the wrench-

ing agony we all went through, what-

ever party, a year ago last November. 

There is one point that, if anything, 

September 11 should increase our ardor 

and our fervor to bring forward a good 

bill, hopefully a bipartisan bill. The 

terrorists hate our right to vote. They 

want a group of religious leaders con-

trolling everything and not letting peo-

ple make any determination. 
The beauty of America is we can 

vote, and our job as Senators, our job 

as citizens, is to perfect that right so 

nothing stands in the way. Unfortu-

nately, too much stands in the way. 

Usually not by design but, rather, be-

cause we have not paid attention. Mal-

feasance, we are going to correct that. 
The Senator from Connecticut has 

taken on a great leadership role and 

brought together Senator MCCONNELL

and Senator BOND and myself in hours 

and hours of painstaking meetings. We 

talked today. We are willing to move in 

the direction necessary to get a bill. It 

is heartening to know we will be voting 

and debating on this issue in this Con-

gress, if not this year, no matter what 

happens. I just pledge myself to the 

Senator from Connecticut to follow his 

leadership to continue those efforts be-

cause the issue of the right to vote, the 

ability to vote, the enfranchisement of 
all Americans, no matter how rich, 
poor, or of whatever race, there is no 
higher duty. 

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I thank 
our colleague for his remarks. I note 
again our staffs are working. I want 
these remarks to be seen as construc-
tive and positive. We appreciate im-
mensely the work being conducted by 
my friend from Kentucky and my 
friend from Missouri and their staffs 
who have spent a lot of time on this 
issue. It has not gone smoothly. It has 
had its ups and downs. It has been a 
roller coaster ride. I hope when the 
process is over, sooner rather than 
later, we will present the Senate a bill 
for which they can be proud. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Idaho. 

f 

CHRISTMAS EVE IN THE SENATE 

Mr. CRAIG. Senator BOND and Sen-
ator MCCONNELL are not in the Cham-
ber. I know their work with the Sen-
ator from Connecticut is dedicated to 
the end we all want to see in reform be-
cause there is an obsolescence to the 
voting system that has to be addressed. 
I think that is without question. I 
guess my only frustration by the ma-
jority leader’s comments was earlier 
this week he talked about bringing a 
farm bill to the Senate. We now have a 
railroad retirement bill. We still have 
appropriations to do, and several con-
ference reports coming out of that, and 
we hope yet a stimulus package now 
that we know America truly is in a re-
cession. We have known that for some 
time, but it is now officially pro-
claimed.

Not in any way to lessen the impor-
tance of a debate over election reform, 
and that is important, I cannot yet 
quite understand how we get all of this 
done in time to get out for Christmas. 

Before the Thanksgiving recess, I had 
offered Senator BOXER of California an 
opportunity to join with me—she from 
the Democratic side, I from the Repub-
lican side—to organize Christmas car-
oling for the Senate so we could join 
together in unity, as we have for the 
last several weeks, and sing Christmas 
carols on the eve of Christmas. 

I suggest if we are going to do elec-
tion reform, if we are going to do a 
stimulus package, if we are going to do 
a farm bill, and I add an energy bill be-
cause I think right now energy is every 
bit as important to the American con-
sumer as election reform is to the 
American voter, and let us see what 
else is on that schedule—oh, yes, I for-
got, railroad retirement reform—then 
it is going to be a merry little Christ-
mas in Washington for all Senators 

who cannot make it out the night be-

fore to their home States. My State is 

about 2,500 miles further away than the 

Senator from Connecticut. So I say to 

Senator DODD, have yourself a very 

merry little Christmas. 

RECESS SUBJECT TO THE CALL OF 

THE CHAIR 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the Senate stands 

in recess subject to the call of the 

Chair.
There being no objection, the Senate 

at 4:48 p.m., recessed subject to the call 

of the Chair and reassembled at 5:30 

p.m. when called to order by the Pre-

siding Officer (Mr. REID).

f 

THE SENATE SCHEDULE 

Mr. DASCHLE. Mr. President, we 

have just completed our caucus. I know 

the Republicans were caucusing. I am 

not sure whether they have completed 

or not. I want to report to the Senate 

about our current circumstances and 

what the schedule might be for the re-

mainder of the week. 
Senator LOTT and I have been dis-

cussing the current schedule and our 

circumstances involving the railroad 

retirement bill. My hope is that we can 

move to proceed to the bill sometime 

within the next hour. If that is the 

case, it is my intention to file cloture 

on the bill at some point this evening. 
It is also my intention that we seek 

unanimous consent to vote on cloture 

on Monday. We will not be in session 

on Saturday, but we will be on Mon-

day. We will also entertain amend-

ments. It is my understanding that 

Senator LOTT may be recognized to 

offer an amendment, and we will have 

a debate on that amendment tomorrow 

and on Monday. 
My expectation is that there will not 

be any votes tonight or tomorrow but 

that we will have votes on Monday at 

approximately 5 o’clock. 
Senator MURRAY reports to me that 

the Transportation conference report 

has now been completed, and it is my 

hope that we can vote on the Transpor-

tation conference report perhaps as 

early as Monday. If not Monday, then 

on Tuesday. My hope is that if we can 

achieve cloture on the railroad retire-

ment bill on Monday, we can bring de-

bate on the bill to a close by Wednes-

day.
It is then my intention, as I have 

said on several occasions, to make a 

motion to proceed to the farm bill. 

That is a must-pass piece of legisla-

tion. It is my hope and expectation 

that we can complete our work on 

that, maybe even as early as the end of 

next week. 
I also note that we have made the de-

cision over the course of the last few 

hours, and in consultation with Sen-

ator LOTT as well as our caucus, that 

we will be in session and voting the 

week of December 10. That has been an 

open question until now. But we have 

now made that decision. Our expecta-

tion is we will be voting every day the 

week after next. Senators ought to be 

on hand and prepared to vote all week. 

Of course, it may be that we will have 
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